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 Editor’s Comments: 
 
 Please use my e-mail 
address to submit stories, 
events, happenings, or 
other information that you 
would like in the 
newsletter.  If you do not 
have a computer, please 
give it to me in person or 
mail it to me.  The deadline 
for all news items to be 
submitted is the 20th of 
each month. That will give 
me time to have it compiled 
and printed for distribution 
on the last Sunday of the 
month. 

 
Susie Howell 
Witness Team 
susiehowell@bellsouth.net 

635 North Main Street 
Belton  SC  29627 
 

Pastor’s Ponderings: 
 
    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. (John 
1:14). 

  
 Christmas is a time when 
we give presents and 
spend time with family 
members. There are times 
when we are overwhelmed 
with the obligations of the 
season and see them as a 
burden. What we must 
remember is that we are 
giving out of love. By 
keeping this in mind, we 
will have the right frame of 
mind during this busy 
season. God gave out of a 
spirit of love when he sent 
his son Jesus for us. As we 
read in the 1st chapter of 
John, it was through Jesus 
we were able to see God. 
In Jesus God became 
human and lived among 
us. What a wonderful gift 
from God! 

 
 Jesus’ birth shows how 
God came to all persons, 
not just the privileged. 
Although Jesus is royalty, 
he was born to a young 
peasant girl. Mary was no 
Queen. She was from 
humble surroundings. She 
was pregnant before she 
married Joseph. How 

would she be treated 
today? Would she be 
received with open arms? 
Her baby had to be born in 
a manger, a place used to 
shelter animals. 

  
 Yet, Jesus’ humble 
beginnings show the 
greatness of God’s plans. 
God became human 
through Jesus and he was 
meant to reach all people, 
regardless of their place in 
society. In Luke 1:46-56, 
we read Mary’s song of 
praise after she has found 
out she is pregnant with 
Jesus. Known as the 
“Magnificat,” Mary rejoices 
in God and says how God 
has looked down with favor 
upon her, his lowly servant. 
Mary’s song of praise tells 
of how God will level 
society and put all on an 
equal footing. God will 
bring down the powerful 
from their thrones and will 
lift up the lowly. God will fill 
the hungry with good 
things and will send the 
rich away empty. What a 
wonderful vision of a God 
who treats all persons the 
same. 

  
 



 As you go through this 
holiday season, always 
keep in mind God’s great 
plan of redemption and 
reconciliation of all people. 
Don’t worry about whether 
you bought the right 
present or whether you 
finished your Christmas 
card list. Just remember 
that God gave all of us the 
gift of eternal life with the 
gift of his son Jesus. 
Accept this great gift from 
God. 

 
              - Rev. Wally Culp 
   
 From the Nurture Team: 
 
  “Angels from the realms of 
glory, wing your flight o’er 
all the earth. 

 Ye who sang creation’s 
story now proclaim 
Messiah’s birth. 

 Come and worship, come 
and worship, worship 
Christ, the new-born King.” 

“Get Ready”. John the 
Baptist Shouts!!!! 

  
 Events planned for 
December: 

  
 December 2 – The 
Hanging of the Greens at 
9am.  Food and drink 
provided.  All welcomed as 
we decorate the Chrismon 
Tree, hang the wreaths 
and banners, place the 
lights in the windows, 
prepare the Advent wreath. 

Wipe and wax the pews. 
Don’t miss it! The King is 
coming!  

  
 December 3 – First Sunday 
in Advent, Light the Advent 
Candle One. 

 
 December 17 – Family 
Food and Fellowship 
Christmas program 
immediately following 
worship service. 
Something for all ages!  
Everyone invited to bring 
finger food type snack to 
share. We will have a 
reading, songs, and 
perhaps a special visitor.  

  
 December 24 – Worship 
service 11am to 12:30pm. 
We will have carols, 
candles, readings, 
communion and prayers. 
This will be our “Christmas 
Eve” and “Christmas Day” 
celebration combined. 

 
 The list of Fellowship 
meals to sign up for will be 
on desk in Library in 
January.  

  
 The Relay for Life Chili 
Cook-off will be in January. 

 
 A new List for Ushers for 
the year will be on desk as 
well. 

  
 Thanks to the BHP Chorus 
for their part in the worship 
on Veteran’s Day 

weekend.  And to the UMM 
for hosting a yummy 
covered dish meal - A big 
crowd and plenty to eat. 

  
 Keeping in prayers – our 
sick and shut-ins, our 
friends and loved-one – 
especially those who have 
suffered loss this year, and 
all who experience 
changes of any kind. We 
serve a God of 
compassion, grace and 
love. Peace to all. 

 
 Wishing all Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year! 

 
 Next Team meeting will be 
on January 7, 2018 after 
worship. 

 
               - Sandy Sorrow 
 
 From the Outreach Team: 
 
The team prepared and 
served lunch on November 
14th for the Grief Support 
meeting.  One of Latimer's 
former pastors, Rev. John 
Holler, was the 
speaker.  Eleven people 
were present and enjoyed 
a lunch of chili, vegetable 
soup, cornbread, pimento 
cheese sandwiches, apple 
pie, and ice cream.  It was 
good to share a meal 
together and fellowship 
with each other.  After the 
meal Rev. Holler shared 



information and 
encouragement about grief 
in different situations. 
 
The Outreach Team joined 
the United Methodist Men 
and other members of the 
church at Richard 
Campbell on November 
14th at or around 3 p.m. to 
prepare "Brinner" for our 
veterans.  We had a large 
number of veterans that 
came to the dining room to 
eat. Most all of the tables 
were full.  They all seemed 
to enjoy their "Brinner" of 
bacon, scrambled eggs, 
pancakes, and grits.  We 
certainly enjoyed serving 
these great men and 
women who served our 
country. We will be going 
back in December. 
 
Christmas is not far away. 
Again this year we are 
asking for donations of 
money to help make 
Christmas a special, happy 
time for the children and 
youth that live at 
Epworth.  Epworth is 
accomplishing so much 
with these young people 
and we can help by making 
it possible for each child to 
receive something they 
need and something 
special under the 
Christmas tree.  You can 
make your check out to the 
church and label it Epworth 
Christmas Fund.  Thank 

you so very much for 
joining us in this mission. 
 
"Put God in charge of your 
work, then what you have 
planned will take 
place."  Proverbs 16:3 
 
                      - Pat Wilson 

 
 From the Witness Team: 
 
 The Witness Team 
continues to work on the 
new Church Directory.  
Thanks for all your support. 

 
                       - Bob Emhof 
 
The Treasurer’s Report: 

Budget Receipts      $8893    
Budget Expenses     $7797 
Overage               $1096 
 
Personnel Expense  $5322 
Utilities                      $  661 
Office Expense         $    41 
Direct Bill to 
    SC Conference     $1773 
       
The Trustees: 

 There will be a Trustees 
meeting on Tuesday, 
December 5th at 1:00 PM. 

 The Liturgist’s Schedule: 

Dec.   3rd  - Ron Walfield 
Dec. 10th  - Kent Millwood 
Dec. 17th  - Linda Millwood 

 Dec. 24th  - Bob Emhof  
Dec. 31st  - 5th Sunday    
          Singing                                 

 Church Council:                                          

 There will not be a Church 
Council meeting in 
December. 

  

 

 

 

 Offering Counters: 

Dec.   3rd - Ron Walfield 
                 John Pinson 
Dec. 10th - Ron Walfield 
                  Kent Millwood 
Dec. 17th - Ron Walfield 
                  Jim DuBose  
Dec. 24th - Ron Walfield 
                  Bob Emhof 
Dec. 31st  - Ron Walfield 
           Frank Sorrow 
 

 

 

  

 

 Choir Practice 

 The Choir will practice on 
December 6th, 13th, and 
27th at 4:30 PM.   

 THE CHOIR WILL ALSO 
PRACTICE DURING THE 
HANGING OF THE 
GREENS ON SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 2ND. 

  



Ushers: 

December - Frank Sorrow 

January -     Frank Sorrow 

Forward Focus Group: 

There will be a Forward 
Focus congregational 
meeting on Sunday 
December 10 at 3 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

 Our Shut-Ins: 

 Charles Campbell        
Ernie Emhof                 
Jane Woodson           
Phillip Brannon          
Jackie Manning        
Peggie Bromeling 

 

 

 

 

Our Prayer Concerns: 

 Phillip Brannon, Jackie 
Manning, Stephen and  
Dot Peck, Sarah Raditz, 
Nancy Nagel, Jane 
Woodson, Jim Grubbs, 
Frank Woods, Chip 
Wynne, Bonnie Moore, 
Randy Morrison, Georgia 
Keen, Brenda Parfitt,  
Emily McAlister, Nancy 
Cothran, Family of George 
Lesh, Linda Squyers, Joan 
Sears, Ben and Nancy, 
Peggie Bromeling,  
Millie Brackett, Bessie 

 Clark, Racine Owings, 
Kallie Hinkle, Danielle 
Clavier, Katie Coward, 
James Holloway, Kim 
Bradbury, Jean Bullions, 
Barbara Emhof, the family 
of Brittany Fowler, Ed Wolf, 
Fred and Linda Emhof, 
Ellisa Culp, Jane Burnett, 
Carolyn Miller, Gloria 
Eaves, Shirley Cook, 
Glenda Conley, Betty Jean 
Morgan, Michael L. Moore, 
Will Womack, Jim and Amy 
Lane, Family of Blake 
Holliday, Jennifer Payne, 
Trevor Willis, the family of 
Helen Nance, Al Keen, 
Jackie Manning, Ernie 
Emhof, Charles Campbell 

 

 

 

 

 The Latimer Lovelies: 

 The Latimer Lovelies will 
meet on December 13th at 
Noon at The Gray House. 

 Latimer Memorial UMC 
Men’s Club: 

 The Men’s Club breakfast 
will be Sunday, December 
17th at 9:00 AM. 

  Prayer Breakfast: 

 The United Methodist 
Men’s Club will meet for 
breakfast and their meeting 

on December 17th at 9:00 
AM. 

 Grief Support Group: 

 There will not be a Grief 
Support Group meeting in 
December. 

 United Methodist 
Women: 

All women of the church 
are invited and encouraged 
to enjoy some social time 
with the Elizabeth Smith/ 
Sue Coward Circles on 
Mon, December 4th   
at 3:00.  It seems as 
though this has become a 
traditional Christmas  
meeting that has always 
included finger foods and 
some relaxing time 
together as the hustle  
and bustle of December 
begins.   
 
Sarah Blackwell and Pat 
Wilson attended the annual 
district meeting in 
Powdersville in October 
and were proud to return 
with certificates 
designating Latimer's UMW 
as being a Mission Today 
Unit, a Diamond Unit, and 
a Five Star Unit.  In 
addition Billie Jo Campbell, 
Colleen Pinson, and Pat 
Wilson were recognized for 
their completion of the 
UMW reading 
program.  The books that 
are included in this 



program are in Latimer's 
library and are available for 
anyone to check out and 
read.  
 
Again, all women are   
invited to gather for some 
social time on Dec. 4. 
 
          - Regina Bullions 
 

 Nursery Workers: 

 Nursery schedule is posted 
in the Nursery. 

 Richard Campbell 
Nursing Home: 

 Brinner at the Richard 
Campbell Nursing Home 
will be Wednesday, 
December 20th. 

 

 The Fellowship Meal: 

 The Fellowship Meal will be 
Sunday, December 17th 
and will be a covered dish 
lunch provided by the 
congregation. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Bible Study: 

The Bible Study on Moses 
will meet on Wednesday, 
December 6 and 13 at 
10:00 am. 
 
Bishop’s Corner: 
 
Let Us Pray 
 
By Bishop L. Jonathan 
Holston 
 

“For to us a child is born, to 
us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. Of the greatness 
of his government and 
peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice 
and righteousness from 
that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the 
Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this.”—Isaiah 
9:6-7 

As we reflect on God’s 
promises during this 
Advent season, we rejoice 
in the hope of the Christ 

child and confess our need 
to turn our hearts to God 
anew. 

The season is one of 
celebration and joy, but 
also one of reflection and 
prayer. Prayer focuses us 
to listen attentively for God 
to speak. As Mary wrestled 
with what it meant for her 
to bear the Son of God, so 
must we wrestle with what 
it means to carry the good 
news of God’s son into 
today’s world. 

The Advent season calls 
us to prayer to prepare our 
hearts, minds and spirits 
for the work that God is 
doing and will do in our 
midst. Particularly at this 
time in the life of our 
church, we have a 
responsibility to earnestly 
seek God’s will in the midst 
of deep division. The 
interim report of the Way 
Forward Commission to 
the Council of Bishops 
demonstrates that the 
issues before us are 
complex and the decisions 
to be made will not be 
without pain and struggle. 

As Mary and Joseph must 
have prayed daily with the 
knowledge of the identity of 
the child they were given, 
we must pray. As the 
shepherds fell down and 
worshiped at the sound of 
the angels’ song, let us 



bow our heads in worship 
and praise of the Word 
made flesh to dwell among 
us. As the Wise Men must 
have earnestly sought God 
for many years prior to 
their journey to see the 
Christ Child, let us 
earnestly seek God’s will 
for the people called United 
Methodist around the 
world. 

Before beginning their work 
on the matters before 
them, the members of the 
Commission on a Way 
Forward developed a 
covenant for their work 
together. The very first 
statement in that covenant 
is as follows: “We covenant 
to pray for one another, for 
the Commission, for the 
United Methodist Church, 
for the mission of Christ 
and for a way forward 
together.” 

In the days ahead there will 
be opportunity to consider 
the content of their interim 
report. Before we begin 
this work together, we start 
with prayer. To undergird 
the work of the 
commission, the Council of 
Bishops committed to lead 
the church in a season of 
prayer with each annual 
conference assigned a 
week. Our annual 
conference’s week of 
intentional prayer for the 
work of the Commission on 

a Way Forward 
begins Dec. 24, 2017. 

I invite you in your setting 
to intentionally lift up the 
work of the commission in 
prayer the week of 
Christmas. Seek God’s will 
for The United Methodist 
Church. Pray, 
remembering that God 
answers prayer. 

“And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord,” 
Luke 2:10,11. 

In this Advent season, let 
us seek God’s will for our 
denomination, trusting that 
God is always near. May a 
prayerful spirit be born in 
us as we celebrate the 
birth of the Christ child, the 
Son of God, in our midst. 

 

 



 


